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SUMMARY 


Except  for  a  record  or  near-record  crop  of  cantaloups  and  watermelons,  pro- 
duction of  fresh  vegetables  and  potatoes  has  "been  considerably  lover  this  summer 
than  last  and  prices  to  farmers  have  been  higher.    Current  stocks  of  commercially- 
canned  vegetables  in  general  are  several  times  larger  than  the  low  stocks  of  a  year 
ago,  and  with  few  exceptions  are  considerably  above  the  19yj-kl  average. 

Total  production  of  commercial  truck  crops  for  fresh  market  during  the  first 
9  months  of  this  year  is  estimated  at  about  8  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier,  but 
16  percent  more  than  the  I936-U5  average.    Of  19  summer  truck  crops  for  which 
estimates  are  made,  production  is  expected  to  be  smaller  than  last  year  for  all  but 
lima  beans,  cantaloupe,  sweet  corn,  eggplant,  green  peas,  and  watermelons.  Demand 
for  fresh  vegetables  continues  strong  and  prices  to  growers  generally  are  not  ex- 
pected to  be  as  low  as  last  year,  except  perhaps  for  a  brief  period  in  late  summer 
or  early  fall.    In  line  with  the  smaller  production  of  truck  crops  for  commercial 
processing,  the  new  packs  of  commercially  canned  and  frozen  vegetables  are  expected 
to  be  moderately  smaller  than  the  record-large  quantities  processed  last  year,  but 
-      larger  than  in  any  pre-war  year. 

Prices  received  by  growers  for  this  year's  potato  crop,  which  on  July  1  was 
indicated  to  be  352  million  bushels  or  slightly  below  average,  are  expected  to  be 

\     moderately  higher  than  those  for  the  record-large  I9U6  crop.    If  the  crop  turns  out 
to  be  no  larger  than  as  indicated  on  July  1,  supplies  probably  will  be  about  suf- 

4     ficient  for  domestic  needs.    Consequently,  only  temporary  market  overeupplies  re- 
quiring price-support  purchases  are  likely  this  summer  and  fall. 

The  19^7  crop  of  sweetpotatoes  also  is  estimated  to  be  smaller  than  last 
year  and  the  1936-^5  average,  by  7  percent  and  h  percent  respectively.  Grower 
prices  for  the  19^7  crop,  which  again  will  be  supported  by  the  Government  under  the 
"Steagall"  amendment,  may  average  slightly  higher  than  prices  for  the  preceding  crop. 

Continued  high  prices  to  farmers  are  in  prospect  for  their  19^7  crops  of  dry 
edible  beans  and  peas .    The  new  bean  crop  iB  expected  to  be  about  2  percent  larger 
than  the  19^6  crop,  but  very  few,  if  any,  beans  may  be  available  for  export.  The 
new  pea  crop  is  estimated  to  be  about  10  percent  smaller,  but  substantial  quantities 
of  peas  again  will  be  available  for  export. 
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TRUCE  CHOPS  FOB  FRESH  MARKET 

jailer  Acreage  and 
Production  This  Year 

Acreage  and  production  of  commercial  truck  crops  grown  for  fresh 
market  thus  far  this  year  have  been  about  8  percent  smaller  than  a  year 
earlier c    Compared  to  the  1936-45  average,  however,  acreage  so  far  this  year 
has  been  5  percent  larger  and  production  16  percent  larger., 

Summer  Season  Production 

Generally  Lover  This  Year  Than  Last 

Aggregate  production  of  19  truck  crops  for  summer  season  marketing  is 
expected  to  be  slightly  less  this  year  than  last  year  but  considerably  above 
average 0    Production  for  harvest  in  the  summer  months  this  year  is  smaller  than 
last  year'  for  13  out  of  the  19  crops  for  which  estimates  are  made0  Produce 
tion  is  expected  to  be  larger  than  last  summer  for  lima  beans,  cantaloups, 
sweet  corn,  eggplant.,  green  peas,  and  watermelons,,    Production  is  estimated 
to  be  below  average  for  beets,  cabbage,  carrots,  cauliflower,  celery,  and 
green  peag0    Relative  to  last  summer,  commercial  supplies  for  the  fre^h 
market  wiH  be  shortest  for  carrots,  onions,  Honey  Dew  melons,  and  cabbage  „ 
As  usual,  the  largest  tonnages  for  the  summer  market  are  from  watermelons, 
tomatoes,  cantaloups,  lettuce,  cabbage,  and  sweet  corn0 

Prices  to  Growers  Until  Mid° Summer 
Generally  Higher  Than  a  Year  Ago 

Until  mid~ summer,  prices  received  by  farmers  for  truck  crops  produced 
for  fresh-market  shipment  were  generally  higher  than  those  received  a  year 
earlierc    Prices  were  sustained  until  this  time  by  the  considerably  smaller 
supplies  available  and  the  lateness  of  the  growing  season  in  the  eastern  and 
southern  part  of  the  country  „    By  mid- summer,  however,  the  weekly  volume  of 
shipments  to  market  had  overtaken  the  rate  of  a  year  earlier  as  crops  began 
to  mature  in  many  producing  sections  about  the  same  time0    This  is  probably 
a  temporary  situation  only,  since  it  seems  unlikely  that  supplies  for  the 
rest  of  this  year  will  equal  those  of  last  year  when  we  had  an  unusually 
long  growing  seasonc 

Cabbage  (including  cabbage  for  kraut) 

Acreage  of  cabbage  for  early  summer  harvest  this  year  was  cut  nearly 
one-fourth  below  that  of  1946  and  one-  eighth  below  the  1936-45  average,  and 
production  was  21  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  in  spite  of  higher 
yields  per  acre*    Production  for  late  summer  harvest  also  is  one- fifth  below 
last  year  and  one- seventh  below  average 0 

Acreage  of  cabbage  for  early  fall  harvest  is  21  percent  below  last 
year  for  domestic  types  and  9  percent  lower  than  last  year  for  Danish  types,, 
A  large  part  of  the  domestic  type  cabbage  is  normally  processed  into  sauer- 
kraut, whereas  the  Danish  type  early  fall  crop  provides  most  of  the  fresh  cab- 
bage for  winter  storage 0 
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Frices  received  by  farmers  for  cabbage  this  year  were  lower  than  last  year 

in  February,  March,  and  April,  but  in  the  following  three  months,  moved  sharply 

above  prices  a  year  earlier,  as  storage  supplies  were  exhausted  and  the  shorter 
production  this  year  made  itself  felt. 

Carlot  shipments  of  1946-crop  storage  cabbage  continued  to  move  this  year 
until  about  the  end  of  April,  or  four  weeks  longer  than  in  1946.    Shipment  of 
new-crop  cabbage  this  season  through  the  week  ended  July  19    totaled  17,114  cars. 
This  was  1,621  cars  less  than  moved  in  a  comparable  part  of  the  new-crop  season 
in  1946. 

Vfith  the  probability  of  substantially  smaller  cabbage  supplies  for  the  rest 
of  this  year  than  were  available  a  year  earlier,  it  is  expected  that  prices  for 
cabbage  will  continue  to  be  above  last  year's  levels,  at  least  until  November. 
Acreage  of  cabbage  (including  cabbage  for  sauerkraut)  indicated  for  fall  harvest 
is  about  one -seventh  smaller  than  that  grown  last  year. 

Cantaloups  and  Similar  Melons 


Production  of  cantaloups  this  summer  may  exceed  last  summer's  record-large 
production,  and  will  be  far  above  average.    Production  in  the  early-summer  States 
is  only  1  percent  smaller  than  last  year  and  is  60  percent  larger  than  average. 
In  the  mid-summer  States,  which  produce  the  largest  part  of  the  cantaloup  crop, 
the  crop  is  indicated  about  15  percent  larger  than  last  year  and  80  percent  above 
the  1936-45  average.    Acreage  for  harvest  in  the  late-summer  States,  however,  is 
down  18  percent  from  last  year  and  33  percent  from  average. 

No  acreage  of  Honey  Ball  melons  has  been  planted  for  summer  harvest  this 
yeart    Production  of  Honey  Dew  melons  is  nearly  one -fourth  smaller  this  summer 
than  last,  although  60  oerc'ent  larper  than  the  10-Vear " average , 

Carlot  shipments  of  cantaloups  began  the  second  vreek  in  May  this  year,  the 
same  as  last  year.    Shipments  this  season  through  July  19,  however,  were  14,647 
cars,  or  1,031  more  than  were  shipped  by  the  same  date  a  year  earlier. 

Prices  received  by  growers  for  cantaloups  have  been  lower  this  year  than 
last,  since  mid- June,  and  probably  will  continue  in  the  next  3  months  on  a  lower 
level  than  last  year. 

Sweet  Corn 

The  extremely  high  prices  received  by  farmers  for  sweet  corn  in  1945  and 
again  in  1946  encouraged  them  to  increase  the  acreage  this  year.    In  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  the  only  States  for  which  estimates  are  made, 
acreage  is  estimated  at  a  record  high,  6  percent  larger  than  in  1946  and  more 
than  one-fourth  larger  than  average.    Though  yields  are  not  quite  as  high  as 
last  year  in  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  total  commercial  production  for  fresh 
market  in  the  3  States  is  estimated  at  a  new  record  high,  2  percent  larger  than 
the  crop  last  year  and  24  percent  larger  than  average. 

Because  of  the  general  lateness  of  the  growing  season,  nearly  one-fifth 
fewer  carloads  of  green  corn  had  been  shipped  by  rail  this  season  through  early 
June.    By  early  June,  prices  at  country  shipping  points  and  in  terminal  markets 
had  fallen  to  near  the  levels  of  a  year  earlier.    Prices  to  growers  this  season 
are  expected  to  average  somewhat  lower  than  a  year  earlier, 
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Lettuce 

Lettuce  for  the  summer  market  is  produced  primarily  in  California,  with 
lesser  amounts  in  Colorado  and  New  York.-   Acreage  in  the  first  2  of  these  States 
was  reduced  this  year  because  of  the  disappointing  prices  and  yields  experienced 
last  year.    Although  yields  are  higher  this  year,  total  production  is  estimated 
to  be  9  percent  smaller  than  last  year. 

Considerably  more  carloads  of  lettuce  have  been  shipped  this  year  than 
last,  particularly  since  mid-May.    Prices  received  by  farmers  for  lettuce  dropped 
sharply  in  June  to  levels  moderately  below  those  of  a  year  earlier.  Prices 
recovered  somewhat  in  early  July,  however,  and  are  expected  to  average  higher 
this  summer  than  last  for  western-grown  lettuce. 

Onions 

Because  of  large  reductions  in  acreage,  commercial  production  of  onions 
for  market  in  early  summer  this  year  is  30  percent  smaller  than  last  year,  though 
22  percent  above  the  10-year  average.    Acreage  for  harvest  in  late  summer,  which 
generally  produces  about  3/4  of  the  entire  annual  production,  is  17  percent 
smaller  this  year  than  last  and  only  slightly  larger  than  average.    The  acreage 
reductions  were  made  in  response  to  the  very  low  prices  received  last  summer. 
In  many  States,  the  prices  received  last  year  were  even  below  the  10-year  average 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  onions  this  summer  and  fall  are  expected 
to  be  considerably  higher  than  those  received  a  year  earlier. 

Tomatoes 


-  "    Primarily  because  of  reductions  in  acreage,  production  of  tomatoes  for 
harvest  this  summer  is  estimated  to  be  6  percent  smaller  than  last  summer  but  the 
same  percentage  larger  than  the  10-year  average.  'Unfavorable  weather  at  planting 
time  was  a  major  factor  in  holding  down  acreages  this  year,  especially  in  Ohio 
and  New  York. 

From  early  February  to  mid-June  carlot  shipments  of  tomatoes  were  much 
lighter  each  week  than  for  corresponding  weeks  last  year.    Prices  to  growers, 
which  have  been  much  higher  thus  far  this  year  than  last,  are  expected  to  decline 
seasonally  this  summer.    Shipments  are  expected  tc  be  unusually  heavy  for  a  short 
time,  as  production  in  several  areas  is  maturing  at  about  the  same  time  this  year 

After  the  summer  peak  in  supplies  of  tomatoes  is  past,  prices  to  farmers 
probably  will  rise  at  least  seasonally  and  be  generally  higher-  than  last  year. 

Watermelons 

Total  production  of  watermelons  this  year  will  exceed  last  year's  very 
large  crop  and  as  now  estimated  sets  a  new  record-high,  slightly  larger  than  the 
previous  record  in  1930.    After  a  slow  start  shipments  of  watermelons,  both  by 
truck  and  by  rail,  have  come  on  with  a  rush. 
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Prices  to  growers  for  -watermelons  were  higher  than  last  year  until  early 
July,  when  they  fell  moderately  "below  prices  in  corresponding  weeks  of  19^6. 

Estimated  production  in  the  late  summer  areas,  which  usually  produce  about 
one-eighth  of  the  annual  crop,  is  slightly  below  average  and  considerably  below 
last  year.    Therefore,  prices  to  growers  probably  will  strengthen  somewhat  to- 
ward the  end  of  the  season. 

Other  Summer  Crops 

Estimated  supplies  of  other  truck  crops  available  for  summer  season  market- 
ing are  slightly  to  moderately  larger  than  last  year  for  green  lima  beans ,  egg- 
plant, and  green  peas,  but  slightly  to  considerably  smaller  for  snapbeans,  beets, 
cucumbers,  green  peppers,  spinach,  cauliflower,  celery,  and  carrots.     Prices  to 
growers  this  summer  are  expected  to  be  slightly  to  moderately  higher  than  last 
summer  for  lima  beans,  carrots,  celery,  and  cucumbers,  but  about  the  same  as 
last  summer  for  the  others . 

TRUCK  CROPS  FOR  PROCESSING 

Slightly  Smaller  Acreage  For  Processing 

In  spite  of  large  reductions  in  acreage  of  a  few  crops,  the  combined  acreage 
of  truck  crops  for  commercial  canning  and  freezing  is  expected  to  be  only  about 
5  percent  smaller  than  the  record-large  acreage  planted  in  19^6,    Total  produc- 
tion, however,  probably  will  be  one-eighthto  one -fifth  smaller  because  yields, 
per  acre  are  expected  to  be  lower  than  those  of  last  year  when  the  growing  season 
was  unusually  long  and  favorable . 

Largest  reductions  in  production  or  acreage  for  processing  crops  so  far 
indicated  are  for  beets,  cabbage  for  kraut  (contracted  acreage),  green  peas,  and 
spinach.    Acreage  is  nearly  as  large  as  last  year  for  sweet  corn  and  tomatoes, 
and  is  less  than  10  percent  smaller  for  snap  beans  and  cucumbers  for  pickles „ 
Asparagus  acreage  for  processing,  not  yet  estimated,  probably  will  be  near  that 
of  last  year.    Acreage  of  green  lima  beans  for  canning  and  freezing  is  up  nearly 
12  percent,  and  that  of  pimientos  is  up  28  percent,  over  the  acreage  in  19^6. 

Tomatoes 


The  acreage  of  tomatoes  planted  for  canning  and  the  manufacture  of  tomato 
Products  this  year  is  about  3  percent  smaller  than  last  year.    Largest  reductions 
in  general  were  in  the  South  Atlantic  and  South  Central  States,  due  in  part  to 
unfavorable  weather  at  planting  time.    Demand  is  strong  for  tomatoes  of  good 
quality  for  the  canning  of  whole  tomatoes,  stocks  of  which  are  very  low.  The 
reverse  is  true  for  tomatoes  for  juice  purposes . 

Sweet  Corn 

Early  June  estimates  indicated  that  acreage  of  sweet  corn  planted  for  can* 
ning  and  freezing  will  be  about  one  percent  smaller  than  last  year,  but  19  per- 
cent above  the  I936-U5  average.    Plantings  of  Bantam  and  othe^ellow  varieties 
comprise  about  80  percent  of  the  total  again  this  year,  as  they  did  last  year. 
Acreage  of  Evergreen  and  Narrow  Grain  will  be  about  13  percent" less  than  last 
year,  but  that  of  Country  Gentleman  and  other/white  varieties  will  be  about  19 
percent  larger. 
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Green  Peas 

Prospective  production  of  green  peas  for  commercial  canning  and  freezing 
this  year  is  23  percent  smaller  than  lest  year,  "but  more  than  20  percent  ahove 
average .    Acreage  for  harvest  is  down  11  percent  from  last  year  and  the  indicated 
yield  per  acre  is  ahout  13  percent  "below  last  year's  yield.    Demand  is  strong 
for  the  best  quality  peas  for  canning  and  freezing,  though  stocks  cf  canned  and 
frozen  peas  of  lower  quality  are  very  large . 

Snap  Beans 

According  to  July  indications ,  the  I9V7  crop  of  snap  "beans  produced  for 
commercial  processing  will  "be  about' 8  percent  smaller  than  the  19^6  crop,  hut 
20  percent  larger  than  the  10-year  average .    Yields  per  acre  are  higher  than 
last  year  and  above  average,  hut  acreage  for  harvest  is  expected  to  be  about  11 
percent  smaller  than  last  year.  « 

Other  Crops  For  Processing 

Except  for  beets,  cahbage  for  kraut,  and  spinach,  all  major  truck  crops 
for  commercial  processing  "brought  farmers  record-high  prices  in  V)h6.    For  the 
3  exceptions,  the  peak  in  prices  had  been  set  in  19^3-    It  is  in  these  3  crops 
that  acreage  this  year  shows  the  greatest  percentage  reductions  from  last  year. 
This  year's  planted  acreages  in  percentage  of  last  year,  "by  crops,  are:  green 
lima  beans,  112  percent;  "beets,  60;  contracted  acreage  l/  of  cahbage  for  kraut-, 
kO;  cucumbers  for  pickles,  9'lj  pimientos ,  128;  and  spinach,  8l  percent.  Asparagus 
acreage  devoted  to  processing  this  year  has  not  been  estimated,  but  is  expected- 
to  be  near  that  of  last  year. 

Production  of  spinach  this  year  for  processing  has  "been  estimated  only  in 
the  two  States,  California  and  Texas,  which  usually  produce  about  two-thirds 
of  the  total  production  in  the  6  States  reported.    In  t  .ese  2  States,  combined 
production  is  estimated  to  be  26  percent  "below  last  year  and  k  percent  "below  the 
10 -year  average . 

CANNED  AND  FROZEN  VEGETABLES 

No  reliable  estimates  are  availahle  at  this  time  of  the  probahle  total 
19^7-^8  pack  of  commercially  canned  vegetables  or  of  the  prohahle  19^7  commercial 
pack  of  frozen  vegetahles .    Published  estimates  of  acreage  and  production  of 
truck  crops  for  commercial  processing  in  most  instances  do  not  separate  acreages 
and  quantities  "between  canning  and'  freezing. 

An  attempt  has  been  made,  however,  to  predict  the  prohahle  relative  size 
of  the  new  packs,  after  considering  the  available  information  as  to  acreage  and 
production  of  crops  for  processing,  and  the  size  of  current  stocks  on  hand. 


1/  In  addition  to  acreage  contracted  for  cahbage  for  kraut,  there  is  also  acreag 
represented  by  cahhage  purchased  on  the  open  market  "by  kraut  manufacturers ,  On 
the  average,  such  open-market  acreage  ahout  equals  the  contracted  acreage,  "but  is 
somewhat  less  variable  from  year  to  year. 
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The  total  commercial  pack  of  canned  vegetables  this  season  is  expected  to 
be  from.  10  to  20  percent  smaller  than  the  record -large  19^6  pack.    The  new 
canned  pack  probably  will  be  larger  than  the  l$k6  pack  for  pimientos,  possibly 
also  for  asparagus  and  green  lima  -.beans .    The  pack  of  most  other  vegetables  will 
-   be "down  slightly  to  considerably.    Stocks  of  canned  vegetables  from  the  19^6  peck 
on  hand  on  the  carry-over  dates  this  year  are  expected  to  be  generally  2  to  3 
times  as  large  as  a  year  earlier  but  only  about  50  percent  larger  than  the  1937-^-1 
average  carry-over.    Stocks  of  certain  items,  such  as  sauerkraut,  lower-grade 
peas,  and  tome. to  juice,  are  very  large.    On  the  other  hand,  stocks  of  canned 
whole  tomatoes,  sweet  corn,  and  high-quality  peas  are  relatively  low. 

Very  large  storage  holdings  of  frozen  vegetables  have  instilled  a  good  deal 
of  conservatism  into  commercial  freezers'  plans  for  the  19^7  pack. .July  1,  I9V7 
holdings  of  frozen  vegetables  were  slightly  more  than  252  million  pounds,  compared 
with  about  I76  million  pounds  a  year  earlier  and  10k  million  pounds  average  on 
the  same  date  for  19^2-^6.    Stocks  this  July  1  were  more  than' double  those  of  a 
year  earlier  for  sweet  corn,  green  peas,  and  "Brussels  'sprouts. 

Stocks  of  frozen  broccoli  and  spinach  were  below  those  of  July  1,  19^6 
but  were  much  larger  than  the  5 -year  average  for  the  date . 

The  19^7  pack  of  frozen  vegetables  is  still  largely  in  the  realm  of 
speculation.    Guessing  from  the  probable  effect  of  storage  stocks  on  processors' 
activity,  and  giving  consideration  to  such  data  on  acreage  for  freezing  as  are 
available,  it  is  considered  probable  that  the  total  19^7  frozen  pack  will  be  at 
least  10  percent  smaller  than  the  re  cord -large:,  pack  of  19k6.    The  new  pack  is 
expected  to  be  larger  for  frozen  green  limas ,  but  smaller  for  most  other  items  . 

Demand  for  canned  and  frozen  vegetables  is  expected  to  continue  strong 
throughout  the  marketing  season  for  the  19V?  packs . 

POTATOES 

1947  Potato  Crop  Estimated 
•  M_352  Million  Bushels 

Total  production  of  potatoes  in  the  United  States  in  19^7  is  estimated  at 
352  million  bushels,  based  on  the  July  1  condition  of  the  crop.    A  crop  of  this 
size  would  be  12^  million  bushels  (or  26  percent)  smaller  than  the  record-large 
crop  of  h.76  million  bushels  last  year,  7  percent  smaller  than  the  I936-U5  average, 
and  the.  smallest  crop  since  1939.    Both  planted  acreage  and  indicated  yield  per 
.acre  are  smaller  than  last  year.    Mainly  because  of  the  lateness  of  the  season 
and  rains  at  planting  time,  especially  in  June,  only  2,238,700  acres  were  planted 
this  year.    This  is  15  percent  less  than  last  year  and  11  percent  less  than  the 
goal.    The  acreage  for  harvest  also  is  estimated  to  be  15  -percent  smaller  than 
last  year,    The  national  yield  per  acre  is  placed  at  160.6  bushels,  13  percent 
below  the  record  of  I8U.5  last  year.    Yields  could  be  increased  significantly 
by  favorable  growing  and  harvesting  weather ;^W*ince  the  crop    in  some  of  the 
late  States  is  later  than  usual,  the  danger  of  frost  damage  is  greater. 
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For  each  of  the  three  ?roups  of  States-- early,  intermediate,  and  late — 
the  estimated  acreage  for  harvest,  yield  per  acre,  and  production  are  smaller 
this  year  than  last.    The  1947  crop  in  the  12  early  States  is  estimated  at  58,5 
million  bushels,  27  percent  smaller  than  the  1946  crop  but  16  percent  larger 
than  the  1936-45  average.    The  largest  decreases  in  production  were  in  Califor- 
nia, North  Carolina,  and  Florida,    ^he  crop  was  grown  on  414,400  acres,  18  oer- 
cent  fewer  than  last  year.    Most  of  the  potatoes  in  this  group  of  States  had 
moved  to  market  by  mid-July, 

The  1947  cro^  in  the  8  int-srmediate  States  is  estimated  at  28.9  million 
bushels,  25  percent  smaller  than  the  croo  last  year  and  8  percent  smaller  than 
average.     The  largest  decreases  this  vear  are  in  Virginia,  New  Jersey,  and 
Missouri.     The  acreage  for  harvest  this  year  is  placed  at  213,300  acres,  12 
percent  smaller  than  last  year.    The  potatoes  from  these  States  will  go  to 
market  mainly  during  the  summer. 

The  new  crop  in  the  29  late  States,  which  provides  the  storage  stocks 
for  use  in  fall,  winter,  and  early  spring,  is  estimated  at  264.3  million  bushels 
This  quantity  is  about  93  million  bushels  (or  26  percent)  smaller  than  pro- 
duction last  year  and  10    percent  smaller  than  average.     The  acreage  for 
harvest  in  these  States  this  year  is  estimated  at  1,562,200  acres,  15  percent 
smaller  than  last  year.      Production  is  expected  to  be  smaller  than  last  year 
in  all  States  except  Montana,  where  it  is  expected  to  be  only  slightly  larger. 
The  largest  decreases  in  prospective  production  ere  in  the  important  commercial 
States  of  Maine,  New  York,  and  Idaho. 

Supplies  Next  Winter  May  Be  About  Suffi  cient 
i   For  Domestic  Needs 

Although  the  intermediate  crop  of  potatoes  is  estimated  to  be  one-fourth 
smaller  than  last  year,  supplies  this  summer  are  expected  to  be  adequate  for 
demand  at  prices  moderately  higher  than  a  year  earlier.     Only  temporary  spot 
surpluses,  mostly  of  U.  S.  No.  2  grade. and  size  B  potatoes,     are  expected  in 
contrast  to  the  large  surplus-*  of  the  best  quality  potatoes  last  summers 
Depending  upon  growing  conditions  during  the  rest  of  the  late-crop  season, 
supplies  may  be  only  about  adequate  next  winter  and  early  spring  before  the 
1948  crop  becomes  available  in  volume. 

Closer  utilization  than  usual  of  the  crop  for  food,  of  course,  would 
extend  the  supplies.    Per  capita  consumption  in  the  year  ending  June  30,  1948, 
is  expected  to  be  slightly  smaller  than  in  the  preceding  12-month  period,  for 
which  it  has  been  tentatively  estimated  at  124  pounds. 

Carlot  Movement  of  New- Crop  Potatoes 
About  One -Fourth  Smaller  Thus  Far 
This  Season  Than  Last 

Mainly  because  of  the  smaller  crop  of  potatoes  this  year  than  last,  car- 
lot  shipment  of  potatoes  by  rail  and  boat  this  season,  through  July  19,  amount- 
ed to  only  63,226  cars.    This  is  about  25  percent  less  than  for  the  correspond- 
ing portion  of  last  season.     The  total  this  season  includes  2,327  cars  of 
USDA  Government  purchases,  compared  with  9,487  cars  a  year  earlier. 
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Potato  Frices  Expected  to  Average 
Higher  in  1947-48  than  in  1946-47 

Because  of  the  strong  demand  for  the  smaller  supplies  of  potatoes, 
prices  this  season  are  expected  to  average  moderately  higher  than  for  the 
large  194-6  crop.    Prices  received  by  growers  are  expected  to  continue  gen- 
erally above  support  levels,  although  Government  price-support  operations 
may  be  required  on  a  relatively  small  scale  because  of  temporary  market 
surpluses • 

Prices  received  by  growers  in  .July  averaged  $1..69a  bushel,  26  cents 
higher  than  a  year  earlier.     Fgr  the  week  ended  July  19,  1947,  prices  f.o.b, 
carrier  at  Onley,  Vj.rginiaj  averaged  $2.82  tier  100  pounds  for  U.  S.  No.  1, 
size  A, Cobbler  potatoes,   47  cents  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  Although 
prices  are  expected  to  continue  at  a  higher  level  than  last  year,  they  are 
anticipated  to  decline  seasonally  this  summer  as  supplies  become  more  plenti- 
ful. 

Price-Support  Operations 

Government    purchases  of  1947-crop  potatoes  for  price-support  purposes 
through  mid- July  amounted  to  about  2  million  bushels,  only  about  one-tenth 
the  quantity  purchased  a  year  earlier  out  of  the  1946  crop.    Most  of  the 
purchases  this  season  have  been  size  B  and  No.  2  quality  potatoes,  whereas 
last  year  they  ran  heavy  to  field  run,  which  included  the  best  potatoes. 
Further  purchases  may  be  required  this  summer  as  temporary  surpluses  develop. 
If  the  late  crop  turns  out  no  larger  than  is   now.  estimated,  only  limited 
support  operations  probably  will  be  required,  because  this  crop  keeps  well 
and  price-supporting  loans  on  it  will  be  available. 

A  complete  schedule  of  support  prices  for  late-State  potatoes  was 
announced  July  21    by  the  Dep?rtment  of  Agriculture.     Designed  to  reflect 
90  percent  of  parity,  these  prices  are  moderately  higher  than  similar  prices 
a  year  earlier  because  of  increases  in  parity,     furthermore,  the  seasonal 
price  increases  are  greater  than  in  previous  years  in  order  to  compensate  for 
higher  storage  costs  and  to  help  spread  the  supplies  more  effectively  over 
the  entire  marketing  season, 

SWE  ST  ?0  T  AT-OES 

Prospective  Syyeetpotato  Crop  is  7  Percent 
Smaller  Than  1946  Crop 

The  1947  cron  of  sweetpotatoes  is  estimated  at  61.9  million  bushels, 
based  on  July  1  condition.     A  crop  this  size  would  be  7  percent  smaller  than 
the  1946  crop,  4  percent  smaller  than  the  1936-4  5  average,  and  the  smallest 
since  1940.    The  planted  acreage  (651,200  acres)  is  5  percent  smaller  than 
last  year,  and  the  yield  per  acre  (95.8  bushels)  is  3  percent  smaller.  The 
largest  reduction  in  acreage  this  year  occurs  in  the  important  commercial 
State  of  Louisiana  (20  percent),  with  somewhat  smaller  reductions  in  other 
Southern  States.     Planting  in  this  area  was  reduced  by  the  late,  wet 
spring,  high  labor  requirements  for  the  crop,  and  heavy  weevil  infestation 
in  some  places.    Although  the  estimated  production  of  8,730,000  bushels  in 
Louisiana  is  about  one-fifth  smaller  than  last  year,  this  State  again  leads 
in  production. 
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Grower  Prices  for  19^-7  Crop  May  Average 
Higher  than  for  19^6  Crop 

•Although  a  few  cars  of  19^7-crop  sweetpotatoes  were  shipped  in  May  and  June, 
the  car lot  movement  of  the  new  crop  did  not  get  well  under  way  until  the  second 
week  of  July,  when  73  cars  were'  shipped  from  Alabama  and  8  from  Florida.  Total 
shipments  "by  rail  and  "boat  through  July  19  this  season  amounted  to  I98  cars,  com- 
pared with  188  a  year  earlier.    A  few  cars  of  the  19^-6  crop  still  were  "being 
shipped  in  early  July  this  year. 

Grower  prices  for  the  19^7  crop  may  average  slightly  higher  than  those  for 
the  19^6  crop,  which  averaged  $2.17  per  bushel.    Prices  received  "by  growers  in 
June  19^7,  which  were  mostly  for  19^6-crop  sweetpotatoes,  averaged  $2.^9  a  "bushel. 
This  was  2  cents  less  than  a  year  earlier.    With  increasing  shipments  of  the  new 
crop,  prices  are  expected  to  decline  seasonally  until  fall  and  then  advance  as 
sales  are  made  from  storage.    The  19^+7  crop  will  "be  covered  "by  a  price-support 
program,  details  of  which  are  to  "be  announced  later.     The  July  price  averaged$2.5? 
compared  vfith  02.75  a  year  earlier. 

DRY  EDIBLE  BEANS 

Slight  Increase  in  Production 
Expected  This  Year 

A  crop  of  16,1^5,000  bags  .(100  pounds  each,  uncleaned)  of  dry  edible  beans 
is  in  prospect  for  19^-7  •    This  would  be  2  percent  larger  than  the  19^6  crop  but 
1-  percent  smaller  than  the  average  for  1936-^5.    The  acreage  for  harvest  is  11 
percent  larger  than  that  in  19^-6  but  2  percent  smaller  than  average .    The  expected 
yield  per  acre  is  8  percent  smaller  than  last  year.    Significant  increases  in 
production  this  year  are  expected  in  Idaho,  which  grows  primarily  the  Great 
Northern  variety,  and  in  Colorado  and  New  Mexico,  which  grow  mainly  the  Pinto 
bean.    A  moderate  increase  in  production,  mostly  in  beans  other  than  Lima,  is 
expected  in  California.     On  the  other  hand,  important  decreases  in  production 
are  in  prospect  in  New  York,  which  grows  mainly  Red  Kidney  beans,  and  in  Michigan, 
the  leading  State  for  pea  and  medium  white  beans. 

Cont inued  High  Prices  for 
Dry  Beans  are  in  Prospect 

Because  of  the  strong  demand  for  dry  beans  during  the  past  season,  stocks 
of  old  beans  in  grower  hands  are  nearly  exhausted.    Prices  received  by  growers 
for  the  I9U6  crop  averaged  $10.70  per  100  pounds,  compared  with  $6.56  for  the 
19^5  crop.    In  June  this  year,  the  price  averaged  $12. kO ,  nearly  twice  the  price 
a  year  earlier  when  ceilings  were  in  effect.    In  July  the  price  advanced  to  $12.70 

Prices  received  by  growers  for  the  19^7  crop  will  be  supported,  if  neces- 
sary, by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  on  the  basis  of  90  percent  of  parity  as 
of  August  15,  I9V7.    Ninety  percent  of  parity  on  July  15,  I9I+7  was  $.7.00  per 
100  pounds.    Although  parity  as  of  August  15  is  yet  to  be  determined,  price 
differentials  for  various  classes  and  grades  that  will  be  applied  to  90 
percent  of  the  August  15  parity  price  for  unclassified  field-run  beans  were 
announced  on  May  8.    For  U.  S.  No.  1  beans,  cleaned  and  bagged  f.o.b.  cars  at 
country  shipping  points,  these  differentials,  per  100  pounds,  range  from  10 
cents  higher  than  £0  percent  of  parity  for  Great  Northern  beans,  in  Idaho  to 
$2.30  higher  for  Standard  Lima  beans.    For  U.  S.  Choice  Handpicked  and  U.  S. 
Extra  No.  1  beans,  the  support  price  will  be  10  cents  higher  than  for  U.  S.  No. 
1;  for  U.  S.  No.  2  beans,  it  will  be  15  cents  lower. 
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Further  details  of  the  price -support  program  are  to  he  announced  later. 
However,  these  provisions  will  include:     (1)  agreements  with  growers  to  pur- 
chase specified  grades  and  classes  of  "beans,  (2)  loans  to  growers  on  warehouse 
and  farm-stored  "beans,  and  (3)  agreements  with  dealers  who  will  "be  required^to 
pay  growers  not  less  than  the  support  price  on  all  1947-crop  dry  edible  "beans  „ 

-101,-7  n  ■      n       1     4.1;  DRY  FIELD  PEAS 

19^7  Crop  is  One -tenth 

Smaller  than  19^6  Crop 

The  19^7  crop  of  dry  field  peas  is  estimated  at  6,239,000  hags  (100 
pounds  each,  uncleaned) ,  10  percent  smaller  than  the  19^6  crop,  yet  28  per- 
cent larger  than  the  average  for  I936-U5.    The  515,000  acres  for  harvest  this 
year  are  only  3,000  more  than  last  year.    The  yield  per  acre  of  1,212  pounds 
this  year,  however,  is  10  percent  lower  than  last  year.    About  four-fifths  of 
the  crop  again  is  in  Washington  and  Idaho .    It  is  expected  that  substantial 
quantities  of  this  year?s  crop  of  peas  will  be  available  for  export. 

Support -price  Level  for  19^-7  Crop 
is  One -fifth  Higher  than  that  for 
19^6  Crop 

Grower  prices  for  19^7-crop  dry  field  peas  will  be  supported,  if 
necessary,  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  a  level  about  a  fifth  higher 
than  that  for  the  19^6  crop.    Specific  support  prices  for  the  19^-7  crop,  as 
announced  by  the  Department  on  Jul;/  2,  are  based  upon  tne  July  1  comparable 
(substitute  parity)  price  of  $4.8l  per  100  pounds,  thresher-run .    This  is 
90  cents  above. the  comparable  price  a  year  earlier,  converted  to  a  thresher- 
run  basis.    The  actual  support  prices  this  season  are  calculated  to  reflect 
90  percent  of  the  comparable  price . 

Thresher-run  peas  of  the  19^+7  crop  that  would  grade  U.  S.  No.  1  after 
normal  cleaning  will  be  supported  at  $4,40  per  100  pounds  of  sound  whole  peas 
for  the  varieties  Alaska,  Bluebell,  Scotch  Green,  First  and  Best,  MarrowfatT 
and  White  Canada,  and  at  $4.15  for  Colorado  white  peas.    For  peas  grading 
U.  S.  Wo.  2  after  normal  cleaning,  the  support  price  is  25  cents  less  than 
for  U.  S.  No.  1.    These  prices  also  will  apply  to  peas  that  have  been  cleaned 
and  graded . 

The  price -support  program  for  1947-crop  thresher-run  peas  will  be 
plemented  through  purchase  agreements  with  growers .     In  contrast  the  support 
program  for  the  1946  crop    operated  through  dealers,  covering  cleaned  and 
graded  peas.    The  price-support  agreements  for  the  19^-7  crop  will  be  available 
from  the  beginning  of  harvest  through  December  31,  1947.    They  will  provide 
for  purchase  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  of  peas  at  support  prices 
delivered  to  the  CCC  in  May  1948. 

Because  of  strong  demand  for  peas  for  export  and  relief  feeding  abroad, 
stocks  of  old  peas  in  growers'  hands  at  the  beginning  of  the  1947-48  season 
were  nearly  exhausted/    Growers  received  an  average  of  $4.92  per  100  pounds  for 
the  1946  crop,  compared  with  $4.20  for  the  I945  crop.     In  June  I9U7,  grower 
prices  averaged  $4.90  per  100  pounds,  k'J  cents  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and 
moderately  above  support  levels  .    Prices  for  the  1947  crop  probably  will 
remain  closer  to  support  levels  than  was  true  for  the  1946  crop.     In  July  the 
price  to  growers  averaged  $4.8l,  compared  with  $4.53  a  year  earlier. 
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Table   1  .-Truck  crops;    Unweighted  average  wholesale  price  at  New  York  and  Chicago 
for  stock  of  generally  good  quality  and  condition  (U.  S,  No.  1  when 
quoted),  indicated  periods  1946  and  1947 
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50— lb.  sack 

2 .64 

2  .53 

2  .02 

2  .83 

51         Babaso     Calif.  ; 

i-J CX      CX  O  W  ^       WW  X  XJ.  O  1 

it 

2.59 

2.75 

2.04 

"        yellow,  N.Y.  i 

,           11  , 

1«  (U 

X  •DO 

i»  /  c .  1  y 

fcas,   green,  ea&xiern 

2,32 

2.48: 

3.17 

2.05 

"          "       western  : 

3.38 

4.28< 

3.49 

3.27 

4.05 

4.55 

Peppers,  green,  Fla.  : 

n 

4,29 

2.10: 

9.10 

9.10 

4,96 

_5/  1.58 

Spinach.;  eastern  s 

11 

1.13 

1.68: 

.99 

.80 

.75 

.87 

Tomatoes,  various  ! 

States  6/  : 

Lug?  6x7  ! 

2.65 

2.25: 

7.57 

5.60 

3.18 

1.70 

t 


-Continued 


j 
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Table  1  .-Truck  crops:  ;  Unweighted  average  wholesale  price  at  New  York  and  Chicago 
for  stock  of  generally  good  quality  and  condition  (U.  S.  No.  1  when 
quoted) ,  indicated  periods  1946  and  1947  -Continued' 


Market  and 
commodity 


Unit 


Chicago 

Asparagus,  fancy,  III,!/'- 

"  select      and  I 

extra  fancy,  Calif.  : 

Beans,  snap,  green,  111.* 
ti  n  tt 


Pyramid  crate 


Bu, 


1946 


:  Week 
Month.  ended 


June: July  20 


Pol.  Pol. 
3.49     •  - 


3.36 


2.59 


southern 

.  •   -  »» 

1  3.29 

s  6.54 

3.42 

3.45 

2.75 

Beets,  bunched,  Texas 

:  l/2  L. A.  crate 

:  2.03 



— - 

"       topped,  Texas 

:    50-lb.  sack 



:  2.20 

2.14 



"  .     bunched,  Mo.  : 

i      L.A.  crate 

:  2.01 





2.24 

"        topped,  111.  ! 

50-lb.  sack 

.92 

:  .92 

1.14 

Broccoli,  Calif.  •■.'•! 

'  Pony  crate 

:  5.09 



:  7.10 

7.06 

5.65 



Cabbage,  domestic 

50-lb.  sack 

.96 

.73 

:  1.54 

3.35 

1.70 

1.69 

Cantaloups,  Calif.  .  \ 

:    Jumbo  crate 

:  5.76 

6.22 

:   

9.44 

6.19 

5  e  2  5 

Carrots,  bchd,  western  i 

:      L.A.  crate 

:  4.03 

4.55 

:  3.58 

3,58 

3.92 

5.20 

"         topped,  Calif. 

:    50-lb.  sack  S/2.42 

1.50 

:  1.94 

1.93 

2.07 

1.85 

"              "  111. 

,  •        11  , 

---  ! 

.82 

1.03 

— - 



Cauliflower,  western 

Pony  crate 

:  2.36 

2.50 

:  3.05 

2.95 

2.62 

2 .76 

Celery,  G.  Heart,  Mich. 

;  Flat 

:  1.79 

.64 

:   



2.17 

.86 

■i        i(       n       pla-  . 

16-inch  crt. 

:  4.73 

— — — 

:  6.48 

5.38 

6.57 

— —— 

Corn,  sweet,  yel.,  Tex. 

;  l/2 -bu.  sack 

2.33 

q/?  AR 

"         "         "  Okla.s 

Sack  i 

2.65 

Cucumbers,  111.  : 

:           Bu.  ! 

3.70 

1.72 

Fla.  : 

11  ,4 

:  3.63 

3,41 

12.26 

1/5.73 

^3.49  1/ 

'2.38 

Eggplant  ! 

11 

,  2.10 

10/2,38 
3.25 

■  5.18 

3,98 

3.43  Ky 

'2.52 

Honey  Pew  melons,  Calif.. 

:    Jumbo  crate 

:  3.58 

2.25 

Lettuce,  Iceberg, 

western 

L.A.  crate  { 

4.04 

4.88 

:  4.89 

7.23 

4.37 

5.95 

Lettuce,  leaf,  111. 

:  Bu. 

-  .57 

.53 

.  ,  .86 

.44 

Onions,  y.  Bermuda,  Tex. 

:     50-lb.  sack 

:  2.14 

2d2 

1.91 

2.35 

"     -  Cr.  Wh.  Wax, Tex. 

2.48 

2.80 

•  2.43 

2.62 

"       Babaso,  Calif. 

2,14 

2.64 

yellow,  midw. 

1.08 

:  1.68 

1.49 

Peas,  green,  western 

:           Bu.  : 

3.16 

4.25. 

:  3.27 

2.79 

3,6a--  • 

4il9 

Peppers,  green,  var. 

States 

,  ti 

•  3.73 

1.65 

:  10.42 

11.49 

5.00 

■2,10 

Spinach,  flat  type,  IlLs  " 

-  .58 

1.02 

B/l.29 

1.48 

1.37 

1,19 

Tomatoes,  Tex. 

Lug,  6x7 

•  2.92 

2,38 

dl/7.45 

5.20 

3.33 

2.02 

Month 


1947' 


Apr.  :  May 


:  Week 
:  ended 
June  : July " 19 


Pol. 


Pol. 
3.51 


5.84 


Pol.  - 
3.08 

3.94 


Pol. 


1.85 


1/  Southern.  2j  Eastern,  "hj  Alabama 
6/  Auction . sales .  ij  Godfrey  section. 
10/    Louisiana.     11/    Mexico . 


North  Carolina.  5/  New  Jersey. 
Te-cas.     9/    Clipped  tops. 


Compiled  from  records  cf  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration. 
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Table  2. -Truck  crops,  potatoes,  and  sweet,  potatoes :  Carlot 

(rail  and  boat) .  shipments  from  originating  points  in  the 
United  States,  indicated  periods  in  1947,  -with  comparisons  1 


1946  : 

1947  (preliminary) 

Commodity  \ 

Month 

9 

Week  -.: 

• 
• 

Week 

m 

ended  : 

Month 

• 
• 

ended 

April • 

May  : 

June  :July  20: 

April  • 

:    May  : 

June  : 

July  19 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars  : 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Asparagus  •     ..... ..... : 

1,089 

9 

5 

 : 

1,212 

134 

18 

— — — 

Beans,  snap  and  lima..: 

940 

1,043 

346 

18  \ 

556 

1,047 

391 

7 

-b@@"tS  oe«o«««oo»oooo**o< 

186 

124 

.  -  9 

307 

151 

25 

___ 

BrOCCOli*  oeooeof>o««ooot 

141 

120 

7 

— -  « 

156 

27 

12 

2 

3,972 

3,617 

1,220 

66  ; 

•  3,330 

2,641 

1,463 

57 

CailtalOU.pS  aoo«ooo«o»oo! 



518 

8,228 

1,568  • 

1,314 

8,240 

1,547 

CaX'^/CtS  •  ooftooooaoooo«o  ! 

3,610 

3,335 

2,757 

335  « 

3,247 

3,653 

2,616 

429 

Casa'oa  me  Ions  : 



-> — 



14  ; 



— — - 

— 

8 

Cauliflower ........»: 

1,244 

739 

348 

16  : 

:  609 

638. 

221 

5 

Celery© .0000.0  0.0.0000' 

3,182 

2,962 

1,447 

164 

:  2,648 

2,696 

1,388 

112 

Corn,  green 0 0 . « ... . . 0 « : 

351 

1,401 

929 

31 

:  9 

1,271 

806 

23 

Cucumbers  .  0  0 . 0 . .  : 

839 

1,566 

1,296 

120  : 

93 

1,206 

1,114 

75 

E ggpiant  0. ...... 000. 00! 

32 

78 

95 

1  1 

:  1 

15 

38 

1 

Escar ole 000.0..C.0..0.: 

195 

88 

3 

 < 

!  210 

.  102 





Greens,  excl»  spinach. 5 

:  113 

5 



 . 

:  217 

76 

1 



Honey  Ball  melons . 0 . . . ; 

>      --  - 

15 

314 

,    10  : 

___ 

15 

74 

5 

Honey  Dew  melons 

— — 

1 

853 

473 

•        _  _ — 

 „_ 

793 

207 

Lettuce  &  romaine 

9,451 

6,151 

4,533 

1,504 

8,112 

7,546 

4,863 

1,423 

Mixed  melons  »: 

15 

423 

2 

•   

68 

113 

8 

Mixed  vegetables c 0 .... ; 

4,214 

2,634 

1,768 

446 

.  3,430 

2,450 

1,471 

414 

Onions .0.00.0. ..oo.o.o! 

6,132 

3,699 

3,319 

360 

:  3,130 

4,752 

3,390 

249 

Peas ,  green ■        .  V. .  .  0 : 

791 

762 

440 

108 

!  440 

625 

290 

95 

Peppers,  green........; 

218 

605 

451 

52 

:  19 

49 

333 

41 

Persian  melons .......! 



11 

0 

1 

10 

Spinach. ....o.o.o..o.. 

:  348 

51 

52 

32 

:    '  614 

97 

23 

24 

Tomatoes . • . • 0 . . 0 .  •  0 » • .  i 

.  3,287 

8,027 

7,107 

377 

:  379 

5,086 

6,130 

531 

Turnips  &  rutabagas... 

:  14 

20 

39 

3 

:  9 

12 

13 

1 

Watermelons ..... 

10 

3,773 

13,988 

2,286 

923 

12,712 

3,179 

Total  of  above .... 

:40,359 

41,358  49,988 

7,986 

!  28,728  36,594  46,539 

8,453 

Potatoes: 

.  7,285 

24,905 

23,039 

945 

:     4,978  17,945  23,557 

672 

Intermediate ........ 

18 

7,098 

3,401  « 

1,036 

2,405 

Late,  surplus . . 0 . . , . 

:17,079 

5,190 

689 

2,293 

:  21,744 

5,762 

646 

1,521 

Late ,  other ...••«... 

:  48 

16 

19 

634 

:  104 

6 

20 

140 

Total  poatotes . . . • 

:24,412 

30,129 

30,845 

7,273 

:  26,826 

23,713 

25,259 

4,738" 

Sweetpotatoes ......... 

:  802 

419 

106 

68 

:  1,106 

205 

117 

69 

Grand  total  • 

:65, 573  71,906 

80,939  15,327 

:  56,660 

60,512 

71,915 

13,260 

t 


l/  Does  not  include  shipments  by  motortruck.  Includes  Government  purchases. 
Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration. 
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Table '3.-  Truck  crops  for  processing: "Planted  acreage  and  estimated  production, 
•  •  '(' '  average  1936-45,  annual  1946,  and  indicated  1947 

Planted  a c rod  go "     " "     1     ~*  P7olul^ETo"n  " 


Aver a ge  : 

': 

Prelim-  j 

1947  as: 

Indi- 

Commodity : 

1936-45  : 

1946  : 

inary '  ; 

percent: 

Average 

:   1946  : 

cated 

: 

1947    '  : 

of  1946: 

1936-45 

1947 

Acres. 

Acres 

Acres 

Percent 

:  Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Asparagus,  « 

:l/  85,964 

{-17  States).,. : 

1/  72,244 

'  82,570 

2/84,000 

101.7 

119,810 



Beans,   green  ; 

1  ima  <i  /.  ■  e  0 « •  : 

57, 510 

74,170 

82,720 

111.5 

29,486 

39,550 

Beans,  snap  : 

103-,  600 

127,450 

11 6,3 10 

91.3 

:  160,700 

209,600 

192,300 

Beets  ■ 

15,490 

16,470 

"  9,880 

'60.0 

:  105,650 

131,400 



Cabbage  for  : 

20,300 

24,450 

2/14,000 

57.3 

:  162,210 

264, 800 



•  -  Contracted. . : 

9,950 

12,790 

5,140 

40.2 

:   



Open  market. : 

. 10,350 

11,660 

2/'  8,860 

76.0 

.   



Corn,  sweet  . . 

444,280 

534,380 

"'529,  190 

99.0 

:  962,490 

1,222,  900 



Cucumbers  for  : 

pickles 

103,820 

148,650 

13  5,  590 

91.2 

:  164,160 

241,540 

Peas,  green  3/. c : 

•  393,480 

52.7,070 

47  2, .150 

.  89.6 

:  332,790 

518,980 

4.00,980 

Pimientos  „ , ■ . . , : 

'  14.130. 

13,770 

17-,. 660- 

128.2  • 

:  16,371 

22,000 

Spinach  4-/.  ,,,,,< 

16..  730' 

15,990 

12,890.. 

-  ■  80.6. 

:  44,060 

56, 600 

42, 110  . 

Tomatoes 

':  ..  .502.,  500 

598, 390 

-  582",  330 

•  •  97.3 

:2, 442, 110 

3, 528, 600 

Total  5/«  »•,  .,< 

'  1,744,084  2,163,360 

'2,05S,720r' 

95.1  ~ 

:4,"50"5,99r 

"6,'355,780" 

1/  1939-45  average. ■■  .  y 

2/  Rough  estimate,-  subject  to  revision,  " 
3/  Production  reported  on  she.lled  basis. 

4/ California  and  Texas  only.-  These  2  States  : usually  produce  two-thirds  of 
total  spinach  for  processing  in  6  States.  ; 

5/  Excluding -acreage  and  production  of  spinach  in  4  States  not  reported  unt 
December.  ; 

NOTE:     All  data  subject  to  addition  and  revision  in  later  monthly  reports; 


bhe 


il 


Table  A.  -  United  States  average  prices  received  by  farmers  for  important 
•  field  crops,  July  15,  1947,  with  comparisons ' 


5 -year 

average 

Aug-,  1909 

:Jan0  1935- 

July 

:  May 

:  June 

:  July 

Commodity  and  unit  : 

s  to  July 

:  to  Dec, 

15, 

:  15, 

:  15, 

;  15, 

i     1914  ' 

:     1939  ; 

1946 

:  1947 

:  1947 

:  1947 

-  Dol3 

DoK 

Dol. 

Dol9 

Dol, 

Dol. 

:  0.697 

OT7T7  ! 

1.4-3 

1.53 

lt56 

1.69 

Sweetpotatoes,  per  bushel  ... 

:  .878 

o807 

2.75 

2.33 

2.49 

2.51 

Beans,  dry,  edible,  per  cwt... 

:  3.37 

3.52 

.6.96 

12.40 

12.40 

12.70 

Peas,  dry,  field,  per  cwt.,.. 

1/1.40 

•  4.53 

4.84 

4.90 

4.81 

"1/  January  1938  'to  December  1939  average," 
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Table  5. -Frozen  vegetables:    Cold-storage  holdings,  July  1,  1947;  with  comparisons 


0  mrvm  nci  i  "hv 

:                   1946  ! 

T  QA7 
lt?4  ( 

:ouiy  l 
♦  avei'siP'fi 

|H  V  &i         t  V5 

: 1942 -46 

.    May  1 

• 

.  June  1 

\  July  1  . 

May  1 

• 

.    June  1 

•     v  Ul  y  J. 

:  (orelinio ) 



:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

.  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

.  1,000 

>  nniinds 

n  nimd  s 

nnimds 

pounds 

oounds 

rioiinds 

. p  ound  s 

xi  S  p  0.  T"  S.        S  oe  o  o  t  •  e  o  o  oo« 

6,0bo 

lO, ODD 

<J0,  269 

.    1 9  QQA 

i  lc , oy4 

1  I  ,  O  D  I 

fcljOOO 

T  n    QA  o 

Beans 5  lima ooo«e«o»*o 

7,471 

c    o  o  c 

5,  2<co 

/  ins 

4, 196 

'  lo,U10 

I,  /44 

/  ATA 

:  4,414 

ijQB.YXS  j      SHS.p  ••eeeoooeo 

o,  y  04 

o,  U4U 

•7   c  i  n 

f  ,  blD 

!    10, 044 

l<i  ,  OUo 

y ,  y4U 

/I  CQ7 

:  4,oov 

]— '  t*»  /*\  /*>     ^\  T  "i 

Ul  UL'OUll  g  o  •  e  •  00*  o  •  e  o  * 

■    ID, 0/4 

10, uyo 

14, cyo 

•    1 7  ADfi 
!    1 1 , 1UO 

-\  c  9Q9 
10 , eye 

XO , ( OO 

.       A  TZA 

i     Qff 04 

Pen!  t  t*i  rCTtm  v*  t 
waUlll lOWCi  a»oooo«oeo 

C  /lie 

:  D,4cb 

C    /  CA 

0,  4D4 

C  AGO 

o,  oyb 

O  ,  W±D 

i  ,  OOU 

i*  /""n  v*  vi         ciira  < 

vUi  11  J        OVJCC  U  C    6    0    0*90    0    0  • 

11,  lUC 

o,  yoy 

1  AOO 

/ ,  uyy 

9A   79 1 

9 1  r\77 

lo , oo / 

:  4,UcO 

"D  /~\  (~\              rrtr  ^  ^ 

X  Co.  O  j              C-  C-ll  oo«oee««ce 

.    91    C  AD 

:  cl,bUo 

lo,cl / 

4U,  (JO  / 

CO  7AT 

00 , OlO 

PA    1^1  >  ' 
04 , Oil 

:    Czx  ,  ODD 

upiIidOr.e  •o«eoe«oooo«o 

:  <si,yio 

OA  A1C 

c  b  ,  DO  D 

9fi    1  AA 
&D , 144 

c  o, yo / 

co,  IbU 

•  con 
i   10  fOc I 

crusseis  sprouts  o  o  o 0  e 

:     o  iO  10 

0  ,  U  I D 

9    CI  C 
C  ,  DID 

!      O , 010 

D  ,  UOO 

0,Olc 

i  tUIipjS-iXl    aI]U     O^UCtoil©  •  •  < 

5,258 

5,105 

R  RRA 

ft  1  fi? 

O  ,  IDC 

ft  "^fift 
o,ooo 

UHixv  ^wL       w            X  J.  OOCCOOOOOOo 

:  820 

743 

750 

:  202 

1/ 

1/ 

Vegetable  purees..... 

:  645 

654 

547 

i  171 

V 

All  other  vegetables.: 

:  32,107 

'35,595 

41,894 

:  51,944 

49,453 

48,980 

:  36,969 

TC"t3.1  00000«OOA**90 

:  140, 277  144,573 

175,704 

:247,795 

230,827 

252,091 

:104,088 

TJ    Included  in  "All  other  vegetables."     Compiled  from  reports  of  P.  M.  A. 


Table  6.-Potatoes:    Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production, 
average  1936-45,  annual  1946,  and  indicated  1947 


:  Acreage 

Yield 

per  acre 

Production 

Group  and  States 

:      Harvested  : 

For 

.Average 
.1936-45 

: Indi- 

Average 
1936-45 

•  ■ 

.Indi- 

:Average:  :harvest 
1936-45: 1946  :     1947  : 

:  1946:cated. 
:          :  1947 

:     1946  : 

cated 
1947 

,  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  acres 

acres 

acres 

Bu. 

Bu. 

Bu. 

bushels 

bushels 

bushels 

Early : 

12  States  » .  •  ■  <>  * 

487 

507 

414 

:  103 

158 

141 

:  50,327 

80,310 

58,479 

Intermediate :  : 

8  States  **••»»• 

:  272 

243 

213 

116 

157 

135 

:  31,533 

38,270 

28,888 

Late  surplus :  ; 
3  Eastern  : 

539 

517 

439  : 

■  178 

272 

212 

96,133 

140,381 

93,150 

5  Central  •  • • ■ • 

780 

590 

516 

:  93 

114 

104 

:  72,131 

67,404 

53,730 

10  Western. . . . ■ 

:  465 

505 

418 

•  196 

233 

227 

:  91,334 

117,610 

94,780 

18  States  . « . 

•  1,785 

1,612 

1,373 

:  146 

202 

176 

:259,598 

325,395 

241,660 

Late,  other:     .  : 

5  New  England.  - 

:      '  62 

62 

54 

:  156 

194 

164 

9,659 

12,000 

8,878 

5  Central ..... 

253 

151 

132 

:  98 

130 

102 

:  24,698 

19,654 

13,445 

1  Southwestern 

:  4 

4 

4 

:  78 

85 

90 

:  306 

340 

324 

11  States . . . 

:  318 

217 

189 

:  110 

147 

120 

.  34,663 

31,994 

22,647 

Late,  total:  : 

29  States. .... 

:  2,103 

1,829 

1,562 

■  140 

195 

169 

•294,261 

357,389 

264,307 

37  late  and 

intermediate . , 

!  2,375 

2,072 

1,776  • 

:  138 

191 

165 

•325,794 

395,659 

293,195 

Total, 

United  States . 

;  2,862 

2,580 

2,190 

:  132 

184 

161 

:376,122 

475,969 

351,674 

NOTE:  Data  for  Arizona  are  now  included  with  the  intermediate  potato  States, 
rather  than  with  the  late  States  as  formerly.  Data  for  all  States  are 
subject  to  revision  in  later  monthly  reports. 
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Table  7«-  Potatoes:    Unweighted  average  price  per  100  pounds  (except  where 
otherwise  noted)  for  stock  of  generally  good  quality  and  condition 
(U.S.  No.  1,  size  A,  when  quoted),  at  shipping  points  and  terminal 
markets,  indicated  periocfe,  19^6  and  19^7. 


Location  and  variety 


F  .o  .1 .  shipping  points: 
Lower  Bio  Grande  Valley, 

Texas,  Bliss  Triumph  (50-lh.sk.) 
Hastings  section,  Florida, 

various  varieties  .  , .  c  

Kern. County ,  Calif . ,  Long  White 
Foley,  Ala.,  Bliss  Triumph 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  Cottier 

Onley,  Va.,  Cottier   

Washington,  N.  C,  Cottier 
Kaw  Valley,  Kans . ,  Cottier 

Orrick,  Mo.,  Cottier   

Phoenix,  Ariz , ,  Bliss  Triumph 
Central  N.J.  points,  Cottier 
Aroostook  County,  Maine  (old  crop}_ 
Eochester,  N.  Y.   (old  crop).,.. 
Idaho  Falls,  Ida,  (old  crop)... 
Stevens  Point,  Wis.  (old  crop). 

Terminal  markets : 


Month 


June 


Dol, 


JL9U6  

:  Week 

\  ended 
:July  20 
Dol. 


1/2.25 

2/2.28 
2.51 
2/2.29 
2/2.09 
2  .01+ 
2.59 


2.35 


2.13 


New  York ; 
Bliss  Triumph,  Fla, 
Tex, 

Setago ,  Fla 

Long  White ,  Calif . 


Cottier, 
ti 


and  S 


(50-lt 
(50-lt 


C 


sk 
sk 


Green  Mtn, 
it  1 


D 


sk 
sk 


1/3,94  1/4,74 
2/2.80 

2.88  2/2. 42 
2.16 
2.30 
---  2/2.44 
3.71  — 


N.C. 
Va. 
Md. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 

Maine  (old  crop) 
N.Y.  (old  crop)   . . 
Pusset  Burtank,  Ida.  (old  crop) 
Chi cago : 
Bliss  Triumph,  Fla.  (50-lh 
"  11         Tex.  (50-lt 

Ala.. 
Ariz  . 

II  II  Tja  1 

Idaho 
'..Long  White ,  Calif 
Cottier,  midwestern  . 
Bl.  Triumph*,  Minn.  &  N 
Pusset  Burtank,  Ida;  (old  crop) 

1/  Washed  stock.  2/  Unwashed  stock.  3/  Nebraska.- 
Compiled  from  records  of  the  Production  and  Marketi 


(old  crop) 


3.01  — 
2.  44 

1/3.33  1/3.56 
2,45  2.78 


2/3.65 


April 


Dol, 


1/2.22 

1/4.25 
1/2.99 


2.54 
2.60 
1/2.78 
2.01 


2.92 
3.23 

5.64 


3.06 
2.95 


19^7 

Month 
May 


Dol. 


1/2.54 
3.52 
2/3.25 


1/4.00 

2.96 
3.26 


3.03 
1/4\14 
1/4.18 


3.70 
4.71 


1/2.63* 

I/2.92  1/3.01 
I/4.5O 


3/k.lk 
1/4.42 

2.15 

3»oo 
2/3.67 


1/3.84 
2.65 
3.50 

2/3.74 


*/  One  week  only, 
ng  Administration. 


June 


:  Week 
Tended 
'JUL .  1'9 


Dol 


Dol 


1/2.90 
1/3.16 
2/2.89 
3.52 
2/3.04 


2,82 


1/3.61  — 
(2.58) 


1/4.26   

1/4.932/4.&V 
2/3.77  — 
4.01  2/2,90 
---  _2/3.08 

—  -  2/2.88 

—  2/2.75 
4.13  — 


1/3.91  — 

1/4.99  ,~ 
---  1/4.16 

1/4.22  1/4=39 


4.45 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  Cs 


Penalty  for  private  uco  to  avoid 
payment  of  postage  $300 
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